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which may be open, but to get
there you have to get off the
carriage and run at least
three carriages down to hop
on board again. Not possible
on a 30-second station stop.

Acting on Queensland
Rail’s recommendation that
passengers request a “com-
fort stop” won’t work. To get
to the guard, I would have to
squeeze through the people
packed on the train, push the
emergency “call for guard”
signal and then announce “I
need the loo”.

The guard would then
have to stop a train full of pe-
ople anxious to get to work
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on time while waiting for me
to relieve myself.

There are many issues
commuters would like ad-
dressed, such as the toilets,
the duplication of the railway
line and cheaper fares.

But the main issue is
length of time. An express
service between the Sun-
shine Coast and Brisbane,
such as is offered on the Gold
Coast from Beenleigh, could
cut 30 minutes from the jour-
ney.
Anything that can be done
to make the two-hour jour-
ney shorter would be a wel-
come relief.
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HOME AT LAST: Kathy Sundstrom disembarks at Nambour at

7pm after leaving at 6.14am.
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Once-passionate MPs
have gone all quiet

WHAT’S happened to our
once-vocal Sunshine Coast
MPs who promised to fight
for the infrastructure the
region desperately needs?

Many rail commuters feel
the response to the causes
Sunshine Coast LNP mem-
bers were so passionate
about has been silence since
they took government.

Member for Glasshouse
Andrew Powell made the
much-needed duplication of
the railway line between
Beerburrum and Lands-
borough his election issue.

But Transport Minister
Scott Emerson’s office said
on Monday this was on hold.

“We have not yet commit-
ted to duplicating this line
due to the debt left by Labor,”
the spokeswoman said.

Rail advocate Jeff Addi-
son’s response was this was
“absolutely terrible”.

Mr Powell sent the Daily a
response yesterday, saying
he remained “passionate
about the need to provide
Sunshine Coast commuters

with a more efficient rail ser-
vice by way of the North
Coast rail duplication pro-
ject”.

However, “as a Minister in
the Newman Government, 1
am equally committed to de-
livering projects on time and
within a budget, something
Labor failed to do time and
time again”.

Mr Addison believed all six
Sunshine Coast MPs needed
to fight for rail infrastruc-
ture.

“If you look at Palmview
and Caloundra South, there
is a plan to bring another
85,000 people to the Coast
within 10 years, but there is
(no plan) to have the public
transport network (updated)
in that time,” he said.

Mr Addison contacted
Member for Fisher Peter
Slipper last February in the
hopes he could use his posi-
tion as Speaker to help gain
federal funding for the rail-
way line is in his electorate.

The Daily could not get a
response from Mr Slipper.
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Vandals
blamed

for dud
tollets

By KATHY SUNDSTROM

VANDALS are the main cul-
prits behind the lack of toilet
facilities on some Sunshine
Coast trains.

Queensland Rail general
manager operations Kevin
Wright said there were
enough toilets to service all
Sunshine Coast trains, but
vandalism was an ongoing
challenge.

Mr Wright invited the
Daily for a meeting to dis-
cuss the toilet issue in Bris-
bane yesterday.

He said while every effort
was made to ensure all trains
on the Sunshine Coast route
had toilets, at least “one a
day” would go without.

Policing the toilet area had
been almost impossible be-
cause of privacy issues and it
appeared vandals know this.

“They are attracted to the
toilet area as there isn’t the
security in place,” Mr Wright
said.

“They throw things down
the toilet and block it and
then this has to be fixed.”

He was confident Queens-
land Rail’s maintenance
schedule was sufficient to
meet demand, but said there
wasn’t a maintenance dep-
artment in Nambour which
often resulted in the early-
morning train going to the
city broken.

He said “comfort stops”
were offered in Caboolture,
where people could get off
the train.

He acknowledged the Cab-
oolture stop was not long
enough for a toilet break, but
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said trains ran regularly
from Caboolture to the city
during peak hour and it
would not be a long wait
before another arrived.

Queensland Rail also will
consider placing notices on
toilets and advising passen-
gers of the existence of a se-
cond toilet on the train.

While the responsibility of
train timetables, express
routes and charges was with
the Transport and Main
Road Department and not
Queensland Rail, Mr Wright
said they did provide advice.

He said about 1000 people
commuted from the Sun-
shine Coast each day, com-
pared to the Gold Coast’s
about 4000, hence the need
for more express services
from there.

He also said the time diffe-
rence between the two jour-
neys was only around 30 min-
utes, but acknowledged this
would make a difference to
regular commuters.
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Secure the Ultimate in Sunshine Coast Living

Pet friendly

Located at Birtinya Island and just minutes
from the largest medical precinct project

One, two and three bedroom options with ensuite
Size from 94.5m? - 254m?
Two car secure parking

Investor friendly body corp fees, attractive yields
e Waterfront location, resort style pool and gym

¢ Self contained shopping precinct including
restaurant, mini supermarket and specialty stores
$15,000 first home owners grant applies

in the Southern Hemisphere, Moko will be in
high demand, particularly with the creation of
19,000 jobs in the immediate area by 2016.
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Visit www.mokoliving.com.au or call 07 5477 7287 for more information.




